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does not of course always rest on
antomobile drivers. A liberal per-
centage must be allowed for individ-
ual carelessness. But even when this
deduction is made the death and in-
jury toll to be charged againsl care-
less and Incompetent driving is still
a formidable one. Possibly the edu-
cational effect of the mathematical
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Speaker Macuown has dong so well
in his high legislative post at Albany
that it is a pity to have him make the
grave mistake of including the Lock-
wood committes in the collection of
investigating bodles that were better
dend than alive.

No committee that ever came out
of the Legislature to examine into
affairs and conditions nesding correc-

Tam New Yo Mmaip was founded by | on anywhere within the boundaries
Jamos Gordon Fennett in 1835, It remained | of the State of New York has done
:r:-“;uu I’npir:?:ﬂ':-]:-i] 1;.7.- ".’f,':""ﬁr.‘.;“'}’.m’,.‘.n more signal service for the publie
B i naatl, B ‘;,",;1]:],',:',.”,‘;' ;‘:‘l‘,"'lf,"',l“‘,"'ltllan the Lockwood committee. Its
fintil his death, In 108, Tie Hewen be- | preat work, extenslve and successiul
m«{h:h?:j—l. n:y:r';;‘rﬂ.“‘“k o s ’hraa it has been, is by no means fin-

s————————— | {ghed. ‘It may be that it is only well
BATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1922 | heoun, Searcely does it hold a ses-
gion without uncovering new abuses,
wrongs and outrages committed
ageinst the public by combinations
of employees and employers alike,
by principals and by agents, by con-
tract conspirators and by trade con-
apirators, all bent upon gouging the
hapless taxpayer and consumer with-
out a trace of scruple or a limit on
greed.

Not merely the people of this city
but the people of the State demand
that the Lockwood committee shall
be permitted to go on with its able,
fearless and effective investigations
so long as there are rotten practices
for it to discover and lay bhare, so
long as there are crooked men for
it to hold up to shame or start on
the road to the Grand Jury room
and State's prison,

The Lockwood committes all
through its splendid work has kept
faithfully out of politics, has firmly
registed all pressure brought to
swerve it from its duty. If politics
or any other influence now tries to
stop the committee from carrying on

Open
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Bonus Bill Taxes.

It is an easy thing to spend the
other fellow's money; it is equally
easy for Congress to spend the peo-
ple's money. When Congress votes
dwny five billions of dollars, be it for
soldier bonug or any other extraneous
matter, the Government has got to
find the money somewhere, somehow,
to meet the raid of Congress on its
treasury. :

The Government i{s already carry-
ing as big a financial burden as it can
carry without squeezing more income
out of the people; indeed, as it is, a
deficiency in Government income of
$300,000,000 is expected for 1923, and
the people are struggling with and
staggering under the load of taxa-

Secretary of the Treasury MrerLos,
eriticized by advocates of the bonus
for stating how the money could not
he raised instead of stating how it
could be raised, mow responds with
suggestions to Congress as to how
the money could be found with which
to pay the honus. His suggestions,

und we are bound to agree with him |of existence when every other attempt

problem proposed might have some

its work to a finish by putting it m!t'!

of the St. Lawrence at Quebec in
honor of ApgaBaAM Magrix, the first
Scotchman and King's pilot to arrive
from England and act as pilot on the
St. Lawrence River. The American
proposal s to bufld a lighthouse
in Santo Domingo in honor of
CoLumeus,

If the French plan is carried out
the memorial will be the first thing
of its kind known to the sea, and it
will be a reminder of the Lusitania
tragedy to all those who pass it. A
memorial to a pilot is an act of gra-
clousness from shorekeeping folk well
worth while, In America contribu-
tions to the same object are preserved
in the pages of Mark Twaln and
Jomux Hay,

Currstorner Corumsus has an un-
official lighthouse monument on San
Salvador or Watlings Island, for it
is one of the lesends of the West
Indies that the Watlings Island light
stands 300 feet from the spot where
Corunmeys is supposed to have landed.”
New York has done its part in con-
tributing to unusuual pautical monu-
ments through the memorial at the
Battery to the wireless men who lost
thelr lives at sea.

Ford's-a;le Plant Offer.

Hexgy Forp's offer for the Govern-
ment's power and nitrate plants at
Muscle Shoals does not look like a
good hbusiness proposition for the
Government, Tt carries no assurance
of benefit to the American farmer,
this feature of it being the reason
Congress and the Administration
have shown so much interest in the
Ford scheme.

There is nothing in the proposal
as it is laid before Congress to show
that Forp binds himself either to
produce fertilizer nitrates cheaply
for the farmer, or even to produce
any fertilizer nitrates at all. The
Government is asked to pour fifty
millions more into the war plant,
getting back a very low interest rate
on the new money it puts in. But
when the only thing that could pos- |
sibly justify further expenditure
would be the assurance of ample
fertilizer material for our agriculture
at a lower cost no guaranty what-
ever is given of any such thing.

As a matter of fact, the common
gense thing for the United States-
Government to do with the Muscle |
Bhoals project is not to spend an- |
other nickel on it, As a war emer- |
gency expedient, begun to get explo- |
slves which had to be obtained at
whatever cost, it was a necessary
measure. If the war had continued
the Government might have had to
spend hundreds of millions of dol-
lars more on Muscle Shoals and the

Erie and the St um River the
cost is estimated at $1,294,000,000.
The investment, it is caleulated,
would yield an income of $416,000,000
over fixed charges. Of this invest-
ment more than §400,000,000 repre-
sents plants and facilities already
existing. These plants are not to be
scrapped; they would remain integral
parts of the greater system under the
control of thelr owners.

The entire power area would be
organized in separate unit systems,
ench with its own load centers. The
load centers would be interconnected
s0 that power might be shifted from
any center to any ather without loss
of time, The varlous unit systems
would be similarly connected by tle
lines.

The estimates of the commission
indicate that with the completion of
the system in the smaller area the
vearly saving would be $190,000,000;

The Institution to Which the Quaker
Clty Is Still Falthiul.

To Tur New Yonk Humatn: The In-

ftials =S, 8 8" are strangely reminls-

cent of the name of the man who prac-

old Eleventh Street Opers Houme.
But It was not more than seventy-five
years ago, as “S. 8. 8" says. The date
was Apell 23, 1866, or & Hitle less than
sizty-seven years ago. Nor ia the theas-
ter now occupled by the Emmett W

to what was originally the Arch Street
Opora House, built for Bimmons and Slo-
lwma Minstrels and opened by them
in 1870

in the extended area planned for “,30[ It wans at this house that my father,

it is estimated at $239, oooonu

A Trick That Can’t Be Done!

The Mayor some weeks ago an-
nounced that he waa going Lo investi-
gate the Town Hall outrage of
November 13 and that his Commis-
sloner of Accounts, HinsurikLn,
would bold the hearings.

The outrage consisted in the viola-
tion of the constitutional right of
free speech. The persons who at-
tempted to talk at the Town Hall
meeting were prevented from doing
so by police who had been sent by
the Headquarters cligue—itself per-
haps inspired from elsewhere—to per-
form this ugly and lawless job.

Commissioner Hmsnrizip pretends
that the hearings he is now holding
are an investigation of the Town
Hall meeting, but the pretense is hol-
low. So far he has not investigated
at all. He seems to be holding a
hearing on the subject of birth con-
trol. What the Mayor's office has to
do with that is hard to understand.
The matter of birth control is one
for the Legislature to consider, if it
must be considered.

Very few of the people of this city
are Interested in birth control dis-
cussions. But all of the people who
still hope that some shreds of their
freedom will withstand czaristic
attacks are interested in the preser-
vation of their constitutional rights.

“lvery eitizen,"” says the Constitu-
tion of New York State, “may freely
speak, write and publish his senti-
ments on all subjects, being respon-
sible for the abuse of that right.”

Agents of the Hylan administra-
tion holdly and in the most tyranni-
cal manner violated that clause of the
Constitution. The Mayor was asked

that they would do the job, are that
Jetter postage could be increased from
two cents to three to produce $70.-
000,000; that second class postage

to thwart it has failed, New York
will be struck by one of the fiercest
popular storms that ever shook and
rattled any political structure of

could be increased to produce $30.-| whatever party from roof to founda-

000,000; a two cent stamp be put on
bank checks to produce $10,000,000;
# Yeense tax on automobiles to pro-
duce $100,000,000, and stamps on
documents to produce $40,000,000,
with a further tax on the already
heavily taxed cigarettes and tobacco
to produce $25,000,000. More still
would be needed to cover his esti-
mate that the cost of the bonus would
e $425,000,000 a year for the first
two years; but recommendations of
tea and coffee taxes, although he did
not approve them, had heen made to
eupply the other $125,000,000.

It members of Congress are con-
vineed that the bonus should be paid
1o the soldiers they should cast a
vote for the honus, be the cost to
them in the votes of their constitu-
ents what it may. On the other
hand, if they look with favor on the
bill not conscientiously but with re-
gard to the vote of their constitu-
ents, what is the answer they are

likely to get when every one back |

home sending out a letter has to add
60 per cent. in postage because of
this bonus, when every one smoking
clgarettes or smoking a pipe of to-

additional taxes because of this
Donus, when every user of automo-
blles has to pay additional taxes,

when everybody that writes a check | tp young men in college of

has to pay additional taxes? It will

become a boomerang.

A Problem in Killings.

*A State had
in 1920 and 372,790 in 1021, In 1421
these lulmnnhllcs killed 544 persons,
of whom 1% were children, In the
same yenr 2,443 children were in-|
Jured. If the number of automobiles |
inereases In the same proportion In|
21922 as in 1921, and #f Lthe same |
piandards of carelessness In driving
are maintafned this year as in last,
what will be the total number of
persons  killed,
will be children, and how many
¢hildren will be injured in 19227

Here is a “sum” in
which the Massachusetts State Regls.
trar of Motor Vehicles iz asking

teachers of the State to submit 0| ground rapidly between himself and
The figures the scholastic environment whenever

publle school puplls,

119,774 automobiles | |

| much In the joyriding as in the ex-
baceo or using the plug has to pay |

]mntler what world conditions are,

| let their purses run away with their

Funiversity

how many of these|
| quarters.

arithmetlc |

submitted are the 1821 actualities of |
Bay State automobile rcg!stmtluns.l

killings and injury inflictions, The
State Registrar recommends
problem not only to the study of pub-
He school pupils but to that of au-
tomobile drivers ns well. When these
last have waorked out the presump-
tive child siaughter and maimings
for the yenr he suggests that the
drivers keep In mind, as a guiding
rule, that whenever a child is seon
on streel or =idewalk the machine
be At onee brought under such con-
trol as to inwure instant stop
ohild does what it probably will do,
and that is the wrong thing,

It Is an interesting snggestion, It
what effect it will have as o restraint
on reckless driving is another mutter
Jtesponsibility for deaths and Injuries

lhri
| States within the last month three |
| movements have heen started to erect

it tho|

tion, No, Speaker Macmoun, what-
cver else is done or is not done in
Albany, do not permit the sacrifice of
the Lockwood committee,

Princeton’s Democratic Step.

Princeton has made a democratic
move the wisdom of which might
well be followed by other universi-
ties, It has not directly forbidden
its students to keep motor cars, but
it has expressed ils opinion on that
practice so plainly to the parents
of the students that the growing
evil doubtless will be ended.

It is obvious that the young man

to look into the violation. It was
assumed that he would expose the
men guilty of instigating and earry-
ing out the shameful act.

This {8 no complicated issue. It is
one which any just tribunal conld gift
in a single day. The names of the
police clique and their victims are
known. The guilt of the pollce, al-
ready established in the Magistrates'
' courts, could be established again in
ment would better sell it outright, five minutes. Then the investigator
lock, stock and barrel, to Hespy €ould seek to discover the motive for
Forp, or to anybody else that wants the muzzling of citizens.
ft and' inaltes the highest offer fm.| But Himmsurien is doing over again
it. Let the buyer take it and invest What the police clique did in the fake
{ his own money in it in trying to make | investigation that was held at Police
the thing a business success. For Headquarters. He i{s throwing up a
the matter of that, the Government | | emoke screen behind which the guilty

would do better to give the Muscle MaY escape.
Shoals white elephant away, if it|  Dut the trick can't be done!

money under such circumstances
would have been rightly spent. But,
the war over and no further Govern-
ment use for the plant existing, the
CGovernment's course as a sound busi-
ness organization is to get out, get
out quickly and at the minimum
of cost.

lnstead of sinking fifty millions
more of the taxpayers’ money on the
Musele Shoals venture the Govern-

1t

could not sell it for cold cash, than
to pour any more of the taxpayers' l
money into it.

resident in college does not need an
automobile. His hours of recreation
ought to be spent at sgomething bene-
ficial to either mind or body, When |
the student’'s class hours are over
he can find plenty of amusement on
the field, in the gymnasium or the
library, or in walking over the coun-
tryside. 1t would be a bold under
graduate who would contend that his
motor car brought him anything
more than joyriding.

Of course the evil does not lie so

- |
Power Going to Waste.

| Within the area whose boundaries
| are roughly indicated by the lower
| Potomae River, the cities of Sunbury
and Utica, the sources of the Hud-
son River, and Portland, Maine, there
are 06,000 manufacturing establish-
ments, of which three-fourths have
power plants with an average rating
of 350 horse-power. Within this ares
also are 568 electric utility plants.
Fuel, chiefly small sizes of coal, fur-
nishes ahout two-thirds of the power:
water, largely through hydroelectric
plants, furnishes the rest. The region
has 36,000 miles of railway, single
track measurement, of which 19,000
miles might be electrified with profit.
On account of its extensive manufac-
turing and transportation facilities
this area is the éhief consumer of |
power In the United States.

The electrical power actually und
s only a fraction of the power which
can be developed hy utilizing the fall
of the rivers within the area. By ex-
tending the power area to the St.
Lawrence and Lake lrie hydroelec-
tric power may be doubled In the
near future,

At the present time and for some
time to come conl from the Pennsyl-
Not until the motor €ar| y..in region will be the chief fuel
arrived, however, was the son of In | used in generating electrieity, But by
dnlgent parents able to flaunt hisi, 000 congervation and by the use of
money to the greatest extent. More-| unmarketable slzes there may be a
over, the car enabled him to put pogsible saving yearly of about 50,000
tons of merchantable coal,

The total power which may be de-
veloped within this area is not to be
created; it already exists, and a tre-
mendouns proportion of it has heen
runnlag to waste. Severnl yeara ngo
at the request of the preajident of the
New York, New Haven and Hartford
Railroad and W. 8. Murray, a con:
sulting engineer, the late Fraxgrin
K. Laxpg, then Secretary of the In-
terior, authorized a survey of the
reglon under the direction of the
United States Ceologleal Survey, with
the purpoge of ascertuining the avall-
able power amd the probable cost of|
ity development.

travagance and the display., That is
why President Hmsnex of Princeton,
in his admirable letter to the par-
ents of students, emphasizes the value
“gim-
plicity in living and the elimination
of unnecessary Inxurles.” Conditions
in the world today, as Dr. Hinex
]mmh out, make it undesirable that
\uum: men in the formative period
ghould indulge in high living. In-
there never will be a time, no

deed,
when the youth of the colleges should

brains.

In the earlier stages of American
lite student luxury was
sxpressed in loud clothes and blooded
bulldogs and partieularly large ac-
counts with the local taverns. Later
came the eraze for expensive llving

study irked.

Nautical Monuments.
In France, Canada and the United

memoriala of men and events chiefly
connected with the sea and with
nantical affalrs,

The French plan Is for a floating |
monument to those who Jost their
lives through the sinking of the Lusi-
tanin. This {s to take the form of n
settlptured group of symbelie Hgures
to be mounted on a flonting nlrul turo

unehorad off the coast of Treldnd and The report of the commission has
connected with the shore by tmhlmjjw-r appeared.  For generating and |
#o the memorfal can bo lighted at]transmitting the avallable power
night. within the aren not yol used the cost

I8 entimated 1,100,564,000; for the
nawer In the area extending to Lake

The Canadian scheme s for the
rrection of & monument on the hank

e

.
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| Hyrax and his Himsarmern will not

be honest then there is the Grand
Jury. 1If the Grand Jury will not act
to preserve the Constitutional rights
of the people then there is the Gov-
ernor with his power to remove city
officials guilty of misconduct.

One of the consequences of retrench-
ment in United States expenditures
is the disappearance of many en-
tertaining and enlightening publica-
tions which in the past have eased the
lives of soldlers and sallors. Of these,
the Teunessee Tar, from whose col-
umns we have often quoted, 1s typleal,
and its pension, d in its
Christmas number, which |5 dated
at Bremerton, Washington, brings a
sense of real loss, The editors of these
publications can produce them without
direct  expenditure of Government
money, but to print them without em-
ploying Government machinery and
Governmeni personnel is impractica-
ble. Perhaps some executive genius
will find a way to restore these engng-
ing periodicals without wiolation of
regulations that make for cconomy.

France is nmvldln‘ mvu for the
"inhabitantx of her penal colonles, Bome
| of the convicta will regard this as a
mitigation of punishment, but con-
slder the state of those who draw
viragoes for maotes,

A murderer has been traced by the
imprint of one of his rubber over-
shons,  In this case gumshoo work
was effective,

Presldent Jores Bota of the Freach
Soclety of Peychical Research, whe is
now vigiting the United States, has
observed and recorded the fact that,
unlike pome of their Europoan slsters,
American women have no “inferfority
complex.” Quite the contrary, Indeed,
Is the case;, Amerienn women o©oon.
slder themueelves the superior sex. And
to strengthen them in their belief,
American men agres with them,

—_—

Song In Midwinter,

The ground Is firm as adamant ;
The rill forgoets ita liiting Row ;
RBehind the hille the wild winds chant
The awelling sagas of the snow.

From heleht to helght the echoes peal
And round the gables make thelr mock ;
The sky is 1ika an arc of steel,
Yot It appearn to reol and rock,

It In ne though, from quiet banned,
Nature had madness In her mood ;

| It tn nn though throughout the tand
The fabled furlea wers mt foud,

Tut one duy sl of his sl poass,
And to our rapturous surprise
The carth will winging Inm
With April shining tn hor eyen,
CLINTON S00LLARD,

Betm R

{ the late Willlam Henry Rice, made one

of the greatest hits in his minsirel career
of Nty years, just forty-one yours ago
last month, when he gave his burlesque
on Barah Bernhardt, who had made her
American début two months prior at
Booth's Thenter, New York eity. It is
at this Arch Street Opera House that the
Emmdtt Welch treupe now holds forth,

But I must put “8. 8, 8." right about
some more of his dates. If, as ho says,
he visited there in the early '80s he saw
Carncross's Minstrels, not Carncross ana
Dixey's, as the latter retired In the very
inte 'T0s. And Oleott was not born In 1860,
regardless of any and all Who's Whos
published.  And Hughey Dougherty Is
dead only three and 4 hall years. Chaun-
cey Oleott was with the Carncross com-
pany from about 18852 to 1884,

Euwanp Le Ror Rice,
Author of “Monarchs of Minstrelsy, from
Daddy Rice to Date."
BrooxryxN, February 3.

Avenve and Copernicvs.

Spelling of Architecls Impaired by
Thelr Classleal Y.ore.

To Tup New Yorx Hemarp: Permit
ma to concur in the objection made to
the use of the letter v in place of the
letter u in the expression “In God We
Trust" on the new peace dollars. 1f
these were Roman dollars there might
be some excuse for the llberty the de-
slgner took with the English language.

Thiz habit of trying to tle everything
up to classieal lore sometimes reaches
ridleulous helghts, One of the most
prominent houses in the clty of Wash-
ington is that once occupled by the
late Levl P, Morton, formerly Vice-FPros-
jdest. of the United States. Thls house
Ia ™uated at the corner of Fifteenth
atreet and Rhode lsland avenue ana
bears on its corner the expression “1500
Rhode Island avenve.” If the Intention
to be classical had been ecarried to its
logieal conclusion the Latin word for
island should have been used and the
Arabic numerals 1500 should have been
expressed by MD,, even though Mr., Mor-
ton never pretended to be a physlelan.

Around the coplng of the bulldings of
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology In Cambridge, Massachusetts, are
the namen of many sclentiets and en-
glneers of bygone daye. In every case
where the letter u belongs in the man's
name the architect has substituted the
letter v. Some of theso are very funny.
In one case we have the word Coper-
nicva, Swxer G. Koox.

New Yonrw, February 3.

The Horseless Era.
A Friend of the Horse Would Like

to Hasten Its Coming.

To Tng New Yorx Herarp: Your
editorial article entitled “Putting the
Horse in His Place” made me wish the
writer could have been about town
after the recent snowstorm to seec
horse—bless him !—alipping, strugy. o,
straining and perhaps too frequently
falling for a broken leg or a sprain, to
say nothing of his plight In the heat
of next July and August.

Then Iif a statistical expert could
have reckoned the thousands of hours
daily of lest time because of horse
drawn vehlclea holding back the lines
of motor wehlcles in the congested
streets T am inclined to think you weuld
write another editorinl article urging
the approach of the time when our ity
should follow the example of Seattle and
rule the horse off the streets, G

New York, February 3.

The Word Finders.
A Reeord of 104 Words Construncted

With the Letters In Strange.

To THe New Yonk HErALd: Referring
te the discusslon regarding the number
of words wiich can be made out of ten
letters, permit me to say that about
1870 1 answered a communieation In the
Evening Mail which offered to glve a
prrize to any reader who made 100 words
out of the Jottc s contained in the word
“strange.”

1 supeceeded 'n making 104 different
regular words and as a result obtained
n wubweription to the Evening Mail free
for one year in nddition to a book of
summer resorts,

It would bo Interesting to me to know
Low many of your readers would be
willing to tackle that problem.

New York, February 3, PR

Clothes for Convaleseents,

To Tige New Yons Herato: At pres-
ent the wards of Bellevue Hospltal are
r.xtrrrm-i,- crowded with an  unusual

of Ia and Influensa
casen who when discharged should be
sent 1o the country for convalescent
care If thelr eure In to bo complete.

Owing to the very large number of
men out of employment this winter® the
majority of thess cases come Into the
Soelnl Berviee Rurean 1o be oquipped
with proper clothing before belng sent
to the country. I hope that someo of
your readers moy ba able to help us tn
this sltuation, which we no longer have
the resotirces o meet. Wa badly need
warm clothing of all kinds, especially
underclothes and ovorcoats, or money
with which to buy them,

Oontributions sent to Miss Mary I,
Wadley, SHoelal Herviee Bureau, Belle-
voe Hospital, will be gratefully re-
celved, Mancannr 8 TRupspALE,

Chalrman General Welfare Commilttes

Convalescent Folief Divislon, Balle-
vue Hospital

New Yonx, February 3.

In fhe Garden,
Adnrn explained tha flnsco,
“There werent enough of us to form
farmers’ Moo, he eried,

A Lane Star Literary Note,
From the Iwillas News, ']
1t &= probably trus that Homer wan hiind,
cotwldaring that he wrote so moch poetry
‘nln ot war amd =a Hitle pbout wemen.,

Its ancient,

GHVioIhhtRevulsF’anlmt

Hiu&nlmmmdwl'_hﬂhmniqmd
Making of Another Hungarian Star Is Seen.

H
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ably they will,
Mims Rnbhmh s

E
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the
would be a pity If this m
Im' own num acquire too
w

the nice distribution of accents.
finnla would doubtless have sounded
better if played at a slightly slower
tampo.

Thera was nothing dublously prece-
clous in Miss Rubinstein's interpreta-
tion. It was not that of an abnormal
¢hild; neither was it thet of a grown
womnn. It was what might be expected
of a normal girl of her age, well trained
and possessed of an exceptionally great
talent for the wvielin, Her performance
had unusual beauty, but it was the
beauty of violin plaving. Notiing else
should be asked of the girl sow., Her
dehut was a delightful Incideat of the
season, and musio lovers are sure to
become Interested In her,

Mr, Mengelberg gave a dramatie read-
ing of the “Pastoral” symphony, and
hia thunderstorm was, with the kind
help of ten double basses and two pairs
of tympanl, almost tropleal in lts exu-
berance. The Philharmonle mi
played very well Indeed.

MISS FARRAR IN “MANON.”

Massenet’'s Opern Hearl at the
Metropolitan,

At the Metropolitan Iast evening Mas-
genet's “Manon” was sung for the first
time this season with Miss Farrar in

the title role, The highly impassioned
and melodious style of the popular
French score again gave delight to the

|

.Miss ¥urrar as the charming and
wicked Mamon, one of her most effective
and graceful parts, sang with brilllancy
and In her “Adleu" with special dramatic
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Saerllege,

Hao left it many, many years ago,
When he was but a little, dreamy

hoy :
And through the years his fancy would
decoy
Ita image back—its ivied portico,
Its lichened roof, where he'd exploring
BO,
Its beast shaped,
weather vanes,
1ts mullioned windows with
painted panes,
Its roomy eaves, where nested rook and
Crow,

one day, when Fate ordained his
return,

With what anticipated joy he sought
mem'ried beauty,

qualint, fantastic

their

Then,

learn
With heartsick grief what vandal
hands had wrought—
Destroying all its lovely charm and
ETace
To make a garish, modern dwelllng
place.
CHAnLOTTE BECKER.

Taxing Public Utilities.

Senator Davenport's Analysls of a
Dilienlt and Pressing Problem.

To Tne New Yonk HeraALD: As a
diginterested cltizen who mnas devoted
some thme to the study of taxatlon I
protest against the proposal of the Dav-
enport Committee on Taxation and Re-
trenchment that the franchise tax on
public utility eorporations be repealed.

The repeal of thls tax would mean
unfair discrimipation among corpora-
tions of various kinds and a still more
unfair diserimination between Indlyid-
uals and & special class of corporationa,

The methods of taxation now em-
ployed by the State of New York, in so far
as fncome is concernad, are (a) -
tion of personal Incomes, (h) taxation
of corporations by means of the fran-
chise tax.

It ean readily be seen that the elim-
Inatian of the franchise tax on public
utilities corporations would put an un-
fuir disadvantage on corporations other
than publle utility corporations and on
individuale, If any class s to be fa-
vored it cortalnly should be indiviinals
and neot eorporations, for corporations
enjoy through the consent of the State
privileges denied to individunls. The
privilege of limited labllity of corpo-
ratlons {s certalnly worth paying for.

As among corporations themaclves the
publle service eorporation ought to be
asked to pay a greater tax than the
ordinary corporation, In view of the fact
that ita entire Income arises from the
tranchilse given to It by the State or the
monopoly It enjoys with the consent of
the State.

It may be more falr to tax publie
servige corporations on the basls of net
inrome Instead of gross earnings; but
to eliminate the tax enlirely would make
It unfalr to the Htate and the rest of
the taxpaying public.

Jacon &, SRIDMAN,

Npw Yonx, January 27,

Mr. Seldman has misapprehended
what the Davenport commitiee pro-
posca to do, He spenkas of two meth-
ods of taxation now employed in the
State of Mew York, namely, the taxa-
tion of personal income and the taxn-
tlon of corporatlons by means of the
franchise tax. Then he proceeds upon
the theory that the franchlse tax on
publte utility corporations is to he
eliminated, which to his mind Indi-
catea that the committes proposes to
fren this particular class of corpora-
tions from taxatlon. This Is not the
case, Senator Davenport says:

“At present the public utility eorpo-
rationg have levied vpon them o hludsn
poidge of thxes—the genernl franchise
tnx, an additional franchise tax, a spe-
cinl franchise tax, a gross earnings

but to
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more study on hﬂ' Mrl. ———
e - Assoclato Susties John M. Olarkes will
" un -
tax, as weoll as & Jooa) renl Property’ ame X

tux. The use of now one and now the
other, or of a combinution of several, '
upon the same publie wtility results
in gross discrimination as between |
classes of public utlity corporations
as well ns between corporntions within
the same class,

“"We propose to wipe out all thess
complicuted forma nnd rubsijiuie o
egingle simple form of gross-net tax,
applying the net income tax where
that is possiblo among the more sue-
omful public utility corporations and

a grosa tax where that on the whole
is more convenlent and just, the ob-
Ject being to make each public utility
corporation bear its just burden bt
bear it under a simple, stralghtforward
rule, !

“This may not be franchise taxition l
within Mr. Seldman's meaning of the
word, but It is taxation all the same
and works out more fairly and justly
for the public as well us for the utility
corporations. Aws & matier of fuct the
struggle of these corporations in the |
courts to prevent the present tangled
and unjust system from alecting them
too unfavorably has been very expon-
sive from the standpoint of litigation,
hoth for the Btate, which hus to de-
fend the suits, and for the corpora-
tions. This s very wasteful te the
Btuls as well as to the public generally,

“Mr. Beldmun appears to think that

it the technleal tax on the franclise |“

Is gone, everything is gone. This of
course is not the case. If you can
benefit both the State and the corpo-
ratlon by a simpler and more Just
form of taxation it would appear that
the theory about taxing the franchlse
ought to go by the hoard and some
other method be adopted. That

what we propose, !

“As to whether public service cor.|
porations ought to pay a greater tax
than the ordinary corporation, time ™
are changing since Mr. Seldman’s the-
ory arose of taxing the monopoly |
which a publie service corporation on- |
Joys with the consent of the State.
Now we are restricting the profits of |
the publle utility monepoly very
closely and the publie service commis-
sions are permitting the corporatiens
to ndd their taxes to thelr expenses 1 x
a factor in determining what thelr
rates for service should bhe, Upder
these circumstances certainly the pub-
lic utility corporations, llke the tele-
phone or gas and electric corporatlons,
may shift thelr thxes to the consum-
ers entirely In the form of slightly

higher rates for service, but they
themselves are deflnitely restricted ns
to the height of thelr profite. Ho thin
sort of publle utllity corporatlon under
present conditlons has practically be-
come only a tax collector,

"Another kind of public utility, ke
the electric railway, In our State s
having its rates of charge pretiy def.
initely determined by some contrae.
tunl agreement, as the five cont fare
agreement, o by a public oplnion as
to what a street car ride Is worth. |
Under these circumstances such a cor-
poration cannot shift its burden and
as compared with other public utill-
tles, is very badly treated In this Sta'e
by taxation. |

“"We have to differeniiate between
publle utility corporations and tax
them on a different basis from the
franchise basis In order to bring rev-
onue to the State and justica to the
corporations,”

|
|
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 hivage t-...r Sings “The Jews
els of the Madonnn™

Wolf-Ferrari's “Tha Jowsls of the
Madonna” was given by the Chlosge
Opera Company st the Manhstian last
evenlng. The work has been In the
repertony for over len years amnd wad
sung bere last semmon. [ s an opera
whichh hus sicopeded tn retaining & place
on the stage in spile of the faet that
many devout persehe have found ite
motive offensive. 1L has & tragle
and conslilerabile very [ LT 1N
woll fifled with sotbon has the
Rrury slage phtures with
ures. Mot |t has aever
high rank smong the
modern Iyrio theaire of

Tiose who heard the

first time jast rml:
what vague liea L]

There was merit in Uhe
tos great & weasure of B ww
to the work of the chorus and the minor
singvra,

Mme. Nesa Felpa was as vigoreus
Maliello, und the splendid charncter of
her yvolee was woll suited te the musbe.
Hut she scemed 1o be mich more inter-
esled in the audloncn that in the unfors
tunnle Gennare,

Ehin could hardly bs Bar. . for Poe-
rest Lamont was 5 hard and unylebling
hern, who robbed the Wadwuna I cokd
hlnod and revented st lalsure.  Mr. Rim-
ini wan a bold, bad Raferl and sang his
munle in the manner which he has mades
familith to this public. Mme, Classsens
was tolerable as Carmela.  Mr. Clmind
| eonducted.

[iil

Among these
Mr. and Mra. Gordon Knox Ball, Mre
A, Duer trving, Mre Willlam A, Staf-
ford, Mre. John Black, Mr. Walter Law-
rence  Hogert, Miss Alice Do Lamar,
foa Conmielo Hatmaker, Mra, Muriel
irapor, Mr. Clement March, Mr. Walp-
wright Parish and Mr. Willlam M. &
livan.
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